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William and Queen Mary to the throne, a convocation was not-only called, but began to sit in due form ; but their resolutions came to nothing. And from thence till the year 1700, they were only called but did not meet: but in that year and ever since, at the meeting of the parliament, the convocation of the clergy hath likewise been solemnly opened, and the lower clergy have been pennitted to form themselves into a house, and to chuse their prolocutor; nor have they been finally dismissed so soon as that solemnity was over, but continued from time t-o time, till the parliament hatli broke up or been dissolved. And now it -seems to be agreed, that they are of right to be assembled concurrently with parliaments, and may act and proceed as provincial councils, when his majesty in his royal wisdom sh-all judge it expedient, Johns. 141, 2, 3,
COPE. A kind of cloak anciently worn during Divine Service by the clergy. It reaches from the neck nearly to the feet, open in front, except at the top, where it is united by a band or clasp. By the canons of the Church of England the clergy are directed to wear this vestment. But out of tenderness to the superstition of weaker brethren it has gradually fallen into disuse, except on such an occasion as the coronation.
CORPORAL. This is the name given to the linen cloth, wliich is spread over the Body, (Corpus) or consecrated bread, after the Communion. It was of common use in the Church in the fifth century, as is evident from the testimony of Isidore, of Pelusium, who observes that the design of using it was to represent the Body of our SAVIOUR being wrapped in fine linen by Joseph of Arimathea.
The direction concerning this " fair linen cloth" in our order of the Holy Communion is as follows: " When all have communicated, the minister shall return to the LORD'S table, and reverently place upon it what remain-eth of the consecrated elements, covering the same with a fair linen cloth." It is therefore plain that they who cover up the bread and wine before consecration, are in this matter setting up their own private opinion against the church of which they are members, and are acting without authority. Our Reformers may have been